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The US 'war on terror' after the attacks on September 11, 2001 has sharpened many of the crises
that have long beset South and Central Asia. In this talk, I will discuss the rise of militant Islam and
the path to jihad (holy war) in Pakistan and the role played by the repeated use of Islam by Pakistani
political leaders as a way to counter their failures. I will then look at the US-sponsored jihad in
Afghanistan and Pakistan's creation of Islamist militants to fight in Kashmir against India and how
these efforts created growing religious militancy and violence in Pakistan and more broadly. I then
look at the fallout of the 'war on terror' on Pakistan and Central Asia, especially Uzbekistan, and
argue that the real problem lies with the nature and politics of the state in each of these countries
and is worsened by US support for undemocratic regimes.
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