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Randy Rydell is Senior Political Affairs Officer in the Office of Mr. Sergio Duarte, the High Representative for Disarmament 
Affairs at the United Nations.  He served from January 2005 to June 2006 as Senior Counsellor and Report Director of the 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission (Blix Commission) and Senior Fellow at the Arms Control Association in 
Washington, D.C.  He joined the UN secretariat in 1998, where has served as an adviser to Under-Secretary-General Jayantha 
Dhanapala and his successors, Ambassadors Nobuyasu Abe and Nobuaki Tanaka.  He has also served as Secretary of the 
Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters (2001) and as a Visiting Lecturer at Princeton University’s 
Woodrow Wilson School (September 1998 to February 1999, and September 2009 to January 2010).  
 
Rydell worked for Senator John Glenn between 1987 and 1998 as a member of the Professional Staff of the Committee on 
Governmental Affairs of the United States Senate.  He assisted in the drafting and subsequent enactment of the Nuclear 
Proliferation Prevention Act of 1994 and other legislation.  He also served as a staff member of the Senate’s Arms Control 
Observer Group. 
 
He was an international political analyst at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory from 1980 to 1986, where he studied the 
problem of the global spread of nuclear weapons. 
 
He worked as a post-doctoral fellow at the Center for Science and International Affairs at the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University from 1979 to 1980. 
 
He received a B.A. in Government and Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia (1973), an M.Sc. in International 
Relations at the London School of Economics and Political Science (1974), an M.A. in Political Science from Princeton 
University (1977), and a Ph. D. in Political Science from Princeton (1980).   
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