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ARMS CONTROL and 
NON-PROL  APPROACH 

 HUMANITARIAN 
APPROACH 

Regulating a high value, 
desirable weapon 

Abolishing an inhumane, 
unusable weapon that is 
contrary to humanity’s 
interests 

Emphasis on reducing 
numbers and preventing 
new acquisition  

Emphasis on banning use, 
deployment and production 
as well as reducing arsenals 

Maintain strategic stability, 
especially among NWS 

Enhance global and human 
security and prevent harm to 
potential victims 

Primary actors: nuclear 
weapons states, military and 
technical experts 

Primary actors: non-nuclear 
weapon states and all 
sectors of civil society 



ARMS CONTROL and 
NON-PROL PREMISES 

 HUMANITARIAN 
PREMISES 

Proliferation is bad but can 
be managed. Stem 
proliferation by tightening 
contols on others.  

Proliferation is bad and isn’t 
being safely managed. Roll 
back spread and acquisition 
by making NW unusable, 
unattractive and pariah  

NW have security value for 
deterrence but dangerous in 
the wrong hands. 

Nuclear deterrence is a 
dangerously misguided belief 
system (voodoo), and 
doctrines of use and 
deployment create  threats, 
risks and instabilities 

Status quo possession is 
stabilising and disarmament 
is risky 

The high value accorded to 
possessing NW is a salient 
proliferation driver 



ARMS CONTROL and 
NON-PROL PROCESS 

 HUMANITARIAN 
PROCESS 

 Step by step reductions while 
maintaining infrastructure and 
options for modernizing and 
rearming  

Delegitimize and devalue all 
NW, ban (or at least stigmatize) 
their use, then undertake 
progressive steps to reduce 
and eliminate 

Objective: do enough to 
appease NNWS in NPT 

Objective: verified elimination of 
all NW codified through a 
Nuclear Weapons Convention 

The NWS determine the pace 
and terms; the biggest go first  

Because of vested interests, 
NWS will fail to disarm w/out 
leadership from key NNWS  

Bilateral (US-Russia) 
voluntary unilateral 
P-5 as numbers near parity? 

Multilateral, including non-NPT 
NW possessors 



 The NPT regime relies on 
materials accounting and 
IAEA safeguards, bolstered 
by export controls and UNSC 
action. 

A nuclear abolition regime 
would require much tighter 
controls on materials and NW 
technologies, increased 
barriers to prevent diversion 
from civilian uses 

Arms control currently relies on 
complicated counting rules, 
and protection of military- 
nuclear interests, with anxieties 
about relative advantage or 
disadvantage at low levels 

With human security at the centre, 
and any use of NW banned, 
verification of nuclear abolition 
would call on a range of political, 
legal, civil society and technical 
tools not available to arms control 












